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3)0  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Pgtters  Bar  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the  Council  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  Potters  Bar  for  1972,  as  required  by  the  Public  Health  Officers 
Regulations  1959.  It  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  Circular  1/73  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

This  may  well  be  my  last  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
because  under  the  Local  Government  Act  1972  the  office  of  "M.O.H.",  in 
its  present  form,  will  disappear  on  the  31st  March,  1974*  However,  the 
public  health  functions  at  present  being  carried  out  by  existing  district 
councils  will  remain  with  the  newly  formed  local  authorities.  The 
successor  to  the  "M.O.H."  will  probably  be  a  specialist  in  community 
medicine  who  will  be  on  the  staff  of  the  Area  Health  Board  within  the 
National  Health  Service  but  available  to  the  District  Council  for 
consultation  and  advice  on  medical  matters. 

It  was  a  particularly  difficult  year  for  the  public  health  inspectorate 
who',  in  addition  to  their  normal  work,  were  involved  in  duties  associated 
with  the  reorganisation  of  local  government  in  general  and  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Department  in  particular.  The  latter  became  necessary 
as  a  result  of  the  transfer  to  this  department  of  functions  connected  with 
the  repair  and  improvement  of  Council  houses  from  the  department  of  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  The  result  was  a  reduction  in  certain  routine 
inspection  duties  carried  out  during  the  year. 

I  made  reference  in  my  reports  for  1970  and  1971  to  low  birth  rates  and 
the  high  numbers  of  deaths  in  these  years  suggesting  that  the  population  of 
Potters  Bar  was  becoming  an  ageing  one  and  that  the  younger  residents  who 
were  about  to  marry  had  to  seek  accommodation  elsewhere,  possibly  due  to 
the  rapid  escalation  of  house  prices.  The  figures  for  1972  still  support 
this  theory.  The  number  of  live  births  in  1972  (317)  giving  a  birth  rate 
of  12*7  per  1000  population  is  almost  identical  with  the  figure  f*r  1971 
(316)  giving  a  rate  of  12.8.  The  low  rates  set  in  1970  and  1971 >  therefore, 
continued  in  1972  to  give  the  three  lowest  birth  rates  recorded  during 
the  30  years  that  records  are  available.  These  figures  for  Potters  Bar 
are  not  reflected  in  those  for  England  and  Wales  (14.8  per  1000  population) 
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and  Hertfordshire  (l4»3  per  1000  population).  Although  the  number 
of  still-births  (4)  was  double  that  for  1971  the  still-birth  rate 
at  12  per  1000  live  and  still  births  was  comparable  with  the  figures 
for  England  and  Wales  (12  per  1000)  and  Hertfordshire  (ll.8  per  1000). 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  numbered  6  compared  with  2  in 
1971  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  19  per  10PC  live  births. 
This  figure  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
(17.2)  and  Hertfordshire  (13.4)*  Four  of  these  deaths  were  in  the  ■'* 
first  week  of  life  giving  an  early  neo-natal'  mortality  rate  of  13 
per  1000  total  live  births  compared  with  the  rates  of  England  and 
Wales  (lO)  and  Hertfordshire  (8),  Too  much  importance  should  not 
be  attached  to  these  figures,  however,  as  the  number  of  deaths  is 
small  and  the  rates,  therefore,  do  show  some  irregularities  from 
year  to  year. 

There  were  298  deaths  in  1972  giving  a  death  rate  of  12  per  1000 
population  which  compares  favourably  with  a  rate  of  12.1  for 
England  and  Wales,  but  is  considerably  more  than  that  for 
Hertfordshire  (9*5) •  There  was  no  dramatic  change  in  the  causes 
of  death.  The  various  forms  of  cancer  and  heart  disease  were,  as 
usual,  the  foremost  "killers".  Although  the  total  number  of  cancer 
deaths  (71)  does  not  differ  appreciably  from  those  for  1971  (65)  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  (8)  shows  a  very  considerable  reduction  on  those  for  each  of 
the  past  5  years.  This  is  quite  a  different  picture  from  1971  when 
57^  of  the  cancer  deaths  in  males  were  due  to  lung  cancer.  There  were 
no  significant  changes  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  heart  disease, 
cerebro  vascular  disease  (strokes),  bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  once  again  that  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  disease  was  very  low.  Brief  notes  on  3  eases  of  food 
poisoning  appear  in  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  food 
administration. 

In  conclusion  I  must  place  on  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  members 
of  the  public  health  staff  for  their  willing  help  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year.  On  this  occasion,  in  particular,  I  would  like  to 
express  my  special  thanks  to  Mr*  Rixson,  who  will  be  retiring  on  the 
31st  March,  1974 >  lor  all  the  help  and  consideration  he  has  extended 
to  me  during  the  25  years  we  have  worked  closely  together,  particularly 
in  the  prevention  and  control  of  infectious  diseases. 

I  am  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  .obedient  Servant, 


M.I.  OUTRAM 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Section  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 

Area  ..  .  * . .  . .  6,129  acres 

Population  (mid  1972  -  Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  **  .*  , 24,900 

Number  of  rated  domestic  premises  (1st  April  1972)  . .  •  •  .  •  ..  0,355 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1972) . .  . .  . .  . .  £1,585,247 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (year  commencing  1st  April,  1972.  •*  ••  . .  £  15,885 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  births .  , . , . .  , t  ##  317 

Live  birth-rate  (unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  . .  ..  12*7 

Live  birth-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13.5 

Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  population  for  England  and  Wales . 14*8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  *.  ,,  5 

Still-births  •••••-.*•  ••  , .  . . .  ,,  #  #  4 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  *.  , *  ,,  12 

Total  live  and  still-births  . . .  . ,  32I 

Infant  Mortality 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  ,,  . . .  ##  5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  .  19 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and 

Wales  ,,  •*  . .  * . * .  . *  . *  17 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  legitimate  **  **  20 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  illegitimate  ..  ..  ,, 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  (first  four  weeks)  «.  16 

Ne©-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales  12 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  (first  week)  ••  13 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births)  * . ••  * .  25 
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Deaths 


Total  Deaths  . .  . . . . .  298 

Death-rate  (unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  .  12.0 

Death-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  . .  , .  ..  10.0 


Death-rate  per  1,000  population  for  England  and  Wales  ..  12.1 


Births 


Live  Births 

Still  Births 

1972 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

148 

152 

o 

o 

hT\ 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

12 

5  • 

17 

1 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

160 

157 

317 

7 

3 

1 

4 
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DEATHS  -  Causes 


Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc  . . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  .eosophagus  . .  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  . .  ..  •• 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  • 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  ••  . .  . . 

Leukaemia . .  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  ••  . .  • .  • • 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  . .  . . 

Diabetes  mellitus  .  •• 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases  ..  ..  •• 

Other  diseases  of  blood,  etc.  ,.  ..  .. 

Mental  disorders  ..  . .  . .  ..  .  •  . . 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  ..  . . 

Chronic  Rheumatic  heart  disease 
Hypertensive  disease  ••  . .  . .  • .  « . 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  . 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . . 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .. 
Influenza  .*  ••  ••  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Pneumonia  ••  ••  ••  . 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  ••  ..  • . 

Asthma  ••  ••  ..  . ,  , .  . .  , .  . . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  •• 
Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  . .  , . 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  .. 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate  #.  . .  ..  . » 

Other  diseases,  geni to -urinary  system  .. 
Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system  .. 

Congenital  anomalies  . 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 
Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  . , 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..  . .  ..  .. 

All  other  accidents  ,.  ..  . .  .,  .. 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  .. 
All  other  external  causes  ••  . .  .. 


Male 

■Female 

Toi 

1 

1 

3 

- 

3 

2 

3 

5 

7 

7 

14 

7 

1 

8 

- 

12 

12 

- 

3 

3 

3 

- 

3 

1 

1 

2 

8 

14 

22 

— 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

43 

29 

72 

2 

12 

14 

19 

28 

47 

5 

3 

8 

- 

2 

2 

11 

19 

30 

11 

3 

14 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

1 

— 

1 

l 

— 

1 

L40 

158 

298 
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TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


Section  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


FOR  THE  AREA 


The  Council's  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  deals  with  all 
the  functions  of  the  Department.  A  Sub-Committee  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  deals  with  Home  Safety. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time): 


M.I.  OUTRAM,  M.B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  &  Housing  Manager: 
Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  &  Shops  Act: 


J.H.  ROOLEY,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Resigned  30th  April,  1972) 


N.  ROCHE,  F.R.S.H., 
(Commenced  duties 


M . A . P . H . I . ,  M.  I . S . A . A . 

February,  1972) 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 


R.VT.  RIXSON,  A.R.S.II. ,  M.A.P.H.I 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 


F.J.  ORRIGAN,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Rodent  Operator  and  General  Assistant: 


V  T 

H  • 


ELLIS 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Shroedells  Hospital, 
Watford* 

The  specimens  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  were:- 


Ice  Cream  *.  ••  ••  ••  . . . . 14 

Swimming  Pool  Water  . .  ••  7 

Stools  *.  ••  ••  . . . . . •  35 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and 
vehicles  are  kept  at  various  stations  throughout  the  County.  Since  the 
transfer  of  Potters  Bar  into  Hertfordshire  ambulances  have  operated  from 
the  Fire  and  Ambulance  Station,  Mutton  Lane. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 


There  is  a  domiciliary  service  of  midwifery  and  general  nursing  in  operation 
in  the  district  provided  by  the  Divisional  Health  Committee. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  ;lND  CLINICS 


There  are  two  clinics  -  one  at  The  Elas,  High  Street,  Potters  Bar,  and  one 
at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Mutton  Lane.  Both  these  centres  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Divisiono.1  Health  Committee  and  give  facilities  for  ante-natal, 
maternity  and  child  welfare,  dental  and  chiropody  service  and  cytology 
examinations .  The  Family  Planning  Association  holds  clinics  at  the  Mutton 
Lane  centre. 

HOSPITALS 

There  are  two  hospitals  within  the  district  -  Potters  Bar  and  District 
Hospital,  Mutton  Lane,  and  the  Clare  Hall  Hospital  at  South  Mimms.  They 
are  controlled  by  the  Barnet  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to  hospital  are 
normally  sent  to  Coppett’s  Wood  Hospital.  The  Chest  Clinic  for  the  Potters 
Bar  area  is  held  at  Clare  Hall. 
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Section  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  District  is  supplied  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  and  all 
houses  have  a  mains  supply#  During  the  year  440  samples  representative 
of  supply  we re  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  12 
samples  for  chemical  analysis. 

All  conformed  to  standards  of  purity  considered  suitable  for  public 
supply. 

The  water  supply  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supply  is  less  than  0.2  p.p.n, 
SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  provided  the  under-mentioned 
report  on  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

"Since  my  report  last  year,  the  pressure  grouting  of  an  old 
uncompacted  heading1  in  which  The  Causeway  foul  sewer  was  laid  has  been 
completed.  Approximately  1,000  cubic  metres  of  grout  was  injected  into 
this  heading,  and  the  sewer  is  now  suitably  protected  from  collapse 
of  the  tunnel  above.  Road  resurfacing  is  now  taking  place  in  The 
Causeway. 

Further  televison  surveys  have  been  employed  in  isolated  instances 
throughout  the  district  to  investigate  situations  which  may  have  been 
suspect,  and  in  particular  th.e  foul  sewer  in  Barnet  Road  near  the  Old 
People's  Home  is  to  be  repaired  in  part  as  a  result  of  the  findings  of 
this  survey  work. 

No  major  flooding1  problems  have  occurred  during  the  year,  and  the 
general  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  within  the  district  continue 
to  be  satisfactory." 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

*»\  wmmi  w— mw 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports s- 

"The  cleansing  of  gullies,  which  is  now  completely  sublet  to 
maintenance  contractors,  has  been  satisfactory,  but  street  cleansing 
has  been  a  problem  due  to  the  scarcity  of  appropriate  labour. 

Weekly  collection  of  trade  and  domestic  refuse  by  direct  labour 
has  generally  been  satisfactory,  although  the  bonus  system  which  it  was 
thought  would  be  implemented  during  this  last  year  is  still  awaited. 

Arrangements  for  tipping  are  still  covered  by  the  contract  with 
the  St.  Albans  Sand  and  Gravel  Company." 


SWIMMING  POOL 


Since  the  opening  of  the  Council's  swimming  pool  on  6th  May,  1968, 
regular  sampling  of  the  pool  water  has  been  carried  out.  During 
the  year  seven  such  samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Watford,  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

In  accordance  with  Section  153 (l)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  particulars 
of  factories  and  action  taken  under  the  Act  are  shown  as  an  appendix  to 
this  report. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1948 


(a)  Removal  to  Hospital 

In  certain  circumstances  under  Section  47  of  this  Act,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  arrange  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  aged 
or  infirm  persons  who  are  not  receiving  proper  care  and  attention. 
During  1972  it  was  not  necessary  to  use  these  powers. 

(b^i  Burial  of  the  Dead 


Under  Section  50  of  the  Act,  it  is  the  responsibilty  of  the  District 
Council  to  arrange  the  burial  or  cremation  of  all  persons  who  die  in 
the  district  for  whom  no  suitable  arrangements  otherwise  would  be 
made.  No  occasion  arose  during  1972  when  it  was  necessary  to  use 
these  powers. 
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Section  I) 


PREVALENCE  OF,  .AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


The  infectious  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  notified  during 
the  year  1972  weres- 


Disease 

Dases 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

10 

...  '  M 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

- 

- 

Totals 

19 

- 

- ■  .  ■  - -i. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  since  1946  and  no  cases  of 
acute  polimyelitis  since  1961. 


Tuberculosis  -  1972 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

1 

Non-respiratory 

Periods 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

. 

1-5 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

5-15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

15-25 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

25-55 

2 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

55-45 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-55 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

-  55-65 

- 

— 

m0 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Over  65 

1 

— 

- 

' 

Totals 

1972 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1971 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

The  numbers  of  persons  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  commencement 
and  end  of  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  as  the  foregoing 
gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  outward  transfers,  or  of  persons  cured. 


r~ - 

Total  on  register 
at  commencement  of 
year. 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

27 

16 

45 

2 

4 

6 

49 

Total  on  register 
at  end  of  year, 

— - - - - - - 

26 

15 

41 

2 

5 

5 

46 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHISF  PUBLIC  HSaLT E  INSPECTOR 


i  i 

HOUSING 

The  powers  of  local  authorities  to  deal  with  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions  are  contained  in  two  sets  of  Acts,  the  Public  Health  Acta 
and  the  Housing  Acts. 

Good  housing  conditions  are  essential  to  the  health  and  welfare  of 
every  family,  and  the  attainment  of  this  standard  is  one  of  the  most 
important  and  rewarding  of  the  department's  functions.  These  duties 
involve  the  repair  of  unfit  houses  which  are  capable  of  repair  at  a 
reasonable  cost;  the  demolition  or  closure  of  those  houses  which  are 
unfit  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost;  and  the  improve¬ 
ment,  by  means  of  grants,  of  those  houses  which,  although  sound  in 
structure,  are  lacking  in  modern  amenities  such  as  bathroom, internal 
water-closet,  domestic  hot  water  supply,  a  wadi  basin  and  proper  facilities 
for  the  storage  of  food. 

Since  1955  much  has  been  achieved  by  the  demolition  of  most  of  the  really 
bad  properties  and  their  replacement  by  houses  conforming  to  modern 
standards,  by  the  repair  of  those  houses  considered  suitable  for  repair 
at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  by  a  limited  number  of  improvement  grants. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  Urban  District, 
therefore,  can  be  regarded  as  good  and' no  longer  a  serious  problem. 

Slum  Clearance 


No  traditional  type  dwelling  houses  were  represented  to  the  Council 
under  Section  16  Housing  Act  1957  but  one  caravan  was  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  was  represented.  The  occupant  was 
subsequently  rehoused  by  the  Council  and  the  caravan  destroyed. 

Repair 


In  a  district  where  the  standard  of  housing  accommodation  generally 
is  good  and  where  a  very  high  percentage  of  the  houses  are  owner/ 
occupied,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  duty  of  enforcing  the  repair 
of  dwelling  houses  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  and  Public 
Health  Acts,  is  no  longer  one  of  the  major  functions  of  the  department. 
During  the  year  18  primary  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  were  carried  out  mainly  as  a  result  of  complaints  received 
or  applications  for  qualification  certificates.  These  figures  do  not 
include  those  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  for  choked  drainage  only  or 
for  improvement  grants.  These  are  included  in  another  part  of  the 
report. 

In  1972  defects  at  17  dwellings  were  remedied  after  formal  or  informal 
action. 
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Improvement  Grants 


Although  many  enquiries  were  made  involving  all  kinds  of  improvement 
work  to  dwelling  houses,  the  majority  of  these  were  concerned  with 
improvements  which  were  not  acceptable  for  grant  purposes. 

Three  Improvement  Grants  and  two  Standard  Grants  were  approved  and 
one  Improvement  Grant  was  refused.  Details  of  those  approved  are 
as  follow t- 


Premises 
28  Blanche  Lane 
4  Quakers  Lane 
126  Mimms  Hall  Road 


Improvement  Grants 


Amount  of  Grant 

£585.00 
£152.  50 

£627.50 


Standard  Grants 

42  Cranborne  Road  £  50.00 

180  Mutton  Lane  £409.25 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during 
the  year. 

Qualification  Certificates 

Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969?  now  superseded  by  the  Housing  Finance 
Act,  1972  introduced  a  new  system  relating  to  the  rents  of  privately  rented 
dwellings  which  have  been,  or  are  to  be,  brought  up  to  a  satisfactory 
standard. 

It  provides  for  the  conversion  of  "controlled  tenancies"  to  "regulated 
tenancies"  in  certain  cases. 
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A  landlord  of  a  "controlled"  house  which  is,  or  is  to  he, 
provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities  and  is  in  good  repair 
and  fit  for  human  habitation  may  apply  to  the  Local  Authority 
for  a  "Qualification  Certificate"  which,  if  issued,  may  he 
submitted  to  the  Rent  Officer  who  may  then  fix  a  fair  rent 
under  the  Rent  Act,  1968. 

Five  application  for  "Qualification  Certificates"  were 
received  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  ten  certificates  were  issued. 


Housing  Management 

This  item  is  included  in  the  Report  as  the  department  has 
responsibilty  both  for  Public  Health  and  Housing  Management. 

Following  the  Council's  decision  in  1971 »  the  department  took 
over  responsibility  for  housing  maintenance  and  improvement 
schemes  in  April  1972.  Preparations  commenced  shortly 
thereafter  for  a  major  scheme  of  improvements  to  54  Council 
houses  in  Baker  Street  and  Mutton  Lane  and  by  entering  into  a 
contract,  on  a  design  end  construct  basis,  with  a  well-known 
firm  of  contractors,  it  was  possible  to  get  the  work  commenced 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  installation  of  gas-fired  central  heating  in  those  aged 
persons'  properties  (152)  not  so  equipped,  was  completed  during 
the  summer  months.  In  order  to  encourage  the  tenants  of  these 
properties  to  use  the  heating  facilities  to  the  maximum  the 
Council  decided  to  pay  the  bills  for  all  gas  consumed  and  charge 
the  tenants  the  sum  of  £1.50  per  week. 

A  start  also  was  made  on  the  re-wiring  of  the  electrical 
installations  in  the  first  post-war  houses. 

The  Rent  Rebate  Scheme,  as  contained  in  the  Housing  Finance  Act, 
1972  was  applied  to  all  tenants  as  from  1st  October,  1972. 

As  a  result,  rebates  were  granted  to  580  tenants,  approximately 
50 V/o  of  the  total  tenancies. 

Unfortunately,  no  new  properties  were  completed  during  the  year  but 
it  was  possible  to  house  53  families  from  the  waiting  list  as  a 
result  of  casual  vacancies  in  the  existing  properties.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  the  total  number  of  applications  on  the  various 
waiting  lists  was  544* 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


As  usual  a  considerable  amount  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors'  time 
was  devoted  to  the  -unspectacular  but  -nevertheless  important  duty  of 
ensuring,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  cleanliness  and  safety  of  the 
food  supplies  and  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 
1970.  This  work  not  only  entailed  the  inspection  of  food  and  the 
various  types  of  food  premises  and  vehicles,  but  "on  the  spot"  education 
and  advice  to  food  handlers  and  management  on  the  subject  of  food  hygiene. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  nine  inspections  and  other  visits  were  made  to  the 
various  food  premises,  vehicles,  etc.,  in  which  food  was  prepared,  stored 
or  sold.  Fourteen  informal  notices  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  > 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1970  were  served,  and  fifteen  informal 
notices  were  complied  with  during  the  year*. 

The  tables  that  follow  show  at  the  31st  December,  1972  the  principal  food 
trades  in  the  district,  and  the  number  registered  under  Section  1 6  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 s  — 


Catering  Establishments 

fa)  Restaurants,  cafes,  etc . ,.  . . 22 

(b)  School  Meals  Centres  ..  . .  ..  . . .  . 11 

fc)  Yforks  Canteens  ..  ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  12 

(d)  Hospital  and  Institution  Kitchens  ..  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  ..  9 

Bakehouses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  _ 

Butchers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  . .  , .  16 

Fishmongers  . .  # ,  ,,  , .  . ,  5 

Grocers  ..  . . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . . . 18 

Greengrocers .  ..  ..  . . 17 

Milk  Distribution  Depots  ..  . . .  ,,  . .  1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  ,  9 

Public  Houses . . . 13 

Sweet  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,  ..  ,,  ##  ,,  ,,  ##  19 


Ice-cream:- 

Manufacturers  . 

Vendors  only  (Ftegistered) 


36 


Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered 

under  Section  1 6,  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1955 


Storage,  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  36 

Manufacture  of  sausages  ••  ••  ••  ..  . . .  ••  8 

Boiling  of  hams  .  •  ..  ••  ••  ••  • •  #  •  ••  ••  . •  ••  4 

Cooking  of  poultry  ••  ..  . .  . .  ••  ••  ••  4 

Frying  of  fish  ..  . . . .  . .  . •  • .  ••  ••  ••  4 

Pickling  of  pork  and  heef  . •  . •  * . •  •  «.  . .  ••  2 

Preserved  foods  #a  •«  ,.  . .  ..  . .  , .  . .  «.  . •  »•  2 

Cooking  of  Chinese  food  . . .  . .  1 


Certificates  of  Exemption 

No  Certificates  of  Exemption  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1970  were  issued  during  the  year. 


Ice-cream 


Most  of  the  ice-cream  retailed  within  the  district  was  obtained  . 
from  large  scale  manufacturers  outside  the  district,  and  as  usual 
there  were  a  few  itinerant  traders  selling  in  the  district  from 
premises  outside. 

No  new  applications  for  registration  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  >  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 
were  received,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirty-six 
premises  registered. 

During  1972  fourteen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  and 
subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  test  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Watford.  The  results  were  as  follow :- 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Grade- 1  Grade  2 

Grade  3  Grade  4 

11  •  2 

1 

**  •• 

- 
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Milk  Supply  -  Brucella  Abortus 


Two  reports  of  the  collection  of  brucellosis  positive  milk 
samples  from  farms  were  received  from  the  County  Public  Health 
Department.  Steps  were  taken  to  ensure  that  all  milk  produced  from 
these  establishments  was  pasteurised  before  human  consumption. 

Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  and 
another  two  members  of  one  of  the  families  were  discovered  after 
investigation.  T wo  sporadic  cases  were  due  to  S.  Typhi-raurium  and 
the  family  outbreak  was  due  to  S.  Montevideo.  In  no  case  was  the 
source  of  infection  established. 

Inspection  and  Sampling  of  Food 

Twelve  food  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public 
and  investigated  by  the  department.  Three  of  the  complaints  were  in 
respect  of  dirty  milk  bottles  and  the  other  nine  were  in  respect  of 
a  variety  of  foods  alleged  to  be  unsound  for  various  reasons. 

Warnings  were  given  where  necessary,  but  no  statutory  action  was  taken. 

Several  other  food  complaints  concerning  foreign  matter  in  food  were 
referred  directly  to  the  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

The  quantity  of  food  which  was  examined  and  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  subsequently  surrendered  and  destroyed  was:- 

Unsound  Food  -  1972 


Cwts .  Qtrs .  lbs 

Fresh  meat  and  offal .  2  00 

Fresh  fish  ••  .  1  18 

Canned  foods  .  ......  18 

Poultry  . . 3  12 


1  3  20 


In  addition  to  the  above  considerable  quantities  of  frozen  foods  were 
disposed  of  from  time  to  time  due  to  breakdown  of  refrigeration  in  shops 
and  stores.  All  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tips. 
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In  addition  to  the  investigation  by  the  County  of  seven  complaints 
concerning  the  sale  of  food  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or 
quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser,  the  routine  sampling  of  food  for 
adulteration,  etc.,  was  carried  out  by  the  Public  Control 
Department  of  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council.  The  Chief  Officer 
of  that  department  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information 
concerning  samples  taken  in  Potters  Bar  during  the  year  ended 
51st  December,  1972s- 


Sample 

"Panda"  Mild  Shandy 


Report 


Proof  spirit  -  In 
accord  Food 
Regulations  1970. 
Contained  equal  parts 
-  Mild  beer, 
lemonade  and  water. 
Therefore  mis¬ 
described  as  Shandy. 
Taken  up  with 
manufacturers . 


Chocolate  Hazelnut 


GENUINE 


Short  Pastry  Mix  " 

Apricot  Dessert  " 

Pork  luncheon  meat  " 

Loganberries  " 

Tomato  puree  " 

Orange  marmalade  " 

Pure  Corn  Oil  " 

Stewed  steak  with  rich  gravy  " 

Minced  steak  and  onion  pie  filling  " 

Cheese  sandwich  biscuits  " 

Wafer  creams  " 

Milk  chocolate  sandwich  biscuits  " 

15  milk  samples  " 

Slaughterhouses ,  etc « 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  or  poultry  processing  establishments  in 
the  district. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


The  destruction  of  rats  and  nice  is  the  most  important  of  the 
department's  functions  in  the  field  of  pest  control.  For  this 
purpose  the  Council  employ  a  rodent  operator  and  his  services 
are  available  to  occupiers  of  buildings  and  land  on  a  rechargeable 
basis.  In  the  case  of  dwelling  houses,  however,  a  nominal  charge 
of  13p  is  made. 

Certain  other  pests  of  public  health  significance  are  dealt  with 
from  time  to  time  and  in  particular  large  numbers  of  wasps'  nests 
are  destroyed  annually. 

Advice  on  the  eradication  of  farm  pests  such  as  rabbits,  squirrels, 
certain  birds,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Regional  Pests  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  agriculture ,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


Rats  and  Mice 

In  the  year  under  review  155  notifications  of  rats  and/or  mice  were 
received  and  investigated  compared  with  124  during  1971*  The 
number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out  as  a  routine  measure  or 
associated  with  notifications  was  235  compared  with  200  in  1971 
and  the  total  number  of  treatments  was  183  compared  with  162  last 
year. 

The  occupiers  of  eight  farms  took  advantage  of  the  Council's  contract 
service  for  agricultural  holdings  and  these  farms  wore  regularly 
inspected  and  treated  when  necessary. 

As  in  previous  years  the  methods  of  eradication  employed  were  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  No  warfarin  resistance  was  found  amongst  the 
rat  population. 

The  types  of  infestation  encountered  followed  the  usual  pattern  - 
gardens,  yards  and  outbuildings  attached  to  dwelling  houses  predominating# 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  department  during 

1972:- 

Number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out: 

by  fa)  notification .  . . 

(b)  otherwise  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 
Rodent  Control  .  . . .  1,046 


155  ) 

78  ) 


233 
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Number  of  separate  treatments  carried  out: 


Rats 

Mice 

Total 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  • .  . .  113 

70 

183 

(b)  by  occupiers 

— 

— 

113 

70 

183 

Number  of  cases  where  no 

infestation  was  : 

found  ..  . . 

The  details  that  follow 

show  the  types  of 

infestation 

dealt  with 

by  the  Local  Authority: 

Rats 

Mice 

Total 

Dwelling  houses  . .  . . 

31 

42 

Gardens  and  Yards  (incl. 

outbuildings ) 80 

6 

86 

Sewers  and  drains  . .  . . 

— 

- 

Agricultural  Property  . , 

12 

23 

Schools  (including  Meals 

Centres)  ..  4 

4 

8 

Shop  Premises  ..  . . 

6 

8 

Building  Sites  ..  . . 

- 

- 

Other  Premises  . .  . . 

11 

16 

113 

70 

183 

Details  of  action  taken 

under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 

by  Pests  Act 

1949:- 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of: 


(a)  treatment  •.  . .  ..  .. 

(b)  Structural  work  (proofing) 


..  9 


Number  of  statutory  notices  served  • •  » .  . .  Nil 

Legal  proceedings  instituted  . . , .  . .  Nil 


Other  Pests 


The  work  carried  out  by  the  department  in  connection  with  the 
eradication  of  insect  pests,  other  than  wasps,  was  confined 
almost  entirely  to  advisory  measures. 

Wasps'  nests  were  treated  by  the  department  at  78  premises  and 
advice  was  offered  in  certain  other  cases. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  Urban  District  is  not  within  an  area  defined,  as  a  "black 
area",  and  it  has  no  industrial  smoke  problem.  It  has,  however, 
the  usual  problem  from  dwelling  houses. 

Cleon  Air  Acts  1956/1968 

(a) Smoke  Control  Areas 

In  the  summer  of  1972  a  survey  of  proposed  Smoke  Control  Area 
No.  5  was  carried  out  by  means  of  a  postal  questionnaire,  supplemen 
ted  where  necessary,  by  personal  inspection.  The  Area  concerned  is 
to  the  north  of  Areas  1  and  4  and  to  the  west  of  Areas  2  and  3  and 
is  205  acrbes  in  extent.  It  comprises  954  dwelling  houses,  139  com¬ 
mercial  premises,  9  industrial  buildings  and  13  other  premises,  a 
total  of  1115. 

In  October  the  Council  made  the  Potters  Bar  Urban  District 
No,  5  Smoke  Control  Order  1972,  declaring  the  above  Area  a  Smoke 
Control  Area, 


The  table  below  shows  details  of  the  Smoke  Control  Orders  so  far 
confirmed  and  in  operation  at  the  end  of  December  1972. 


Order  No. 

Date  of  Operation 

Acreage 

No.  of  Buildings 

1 

1. If. I964 

34.75 

416 

2 

I.IO.I967 

695.00 

1,253 

3 

1.10.1969 

171.00 

1,242 

4 

1.11.1971 

514.00 

866 

Totals 

1414.75 

3,777 

(b) Smoke  Nuisances 

Only  infrequently  is 

it  found  necessary  to 

take  any  action 

in  regard 

to  smoke  nuisances.  Nine  complaints  concerning  domestic  and  industrial 
bonfires  we re  investigated  during  the  year  and  were  resolved  satisfactorily 
without  recourse  to  any  statutory  action. 


(c)New  Furnaces  and  Chimneys 


Formal  applications  for  the  prior  approval  of  new  furnaces  under  section 
3  (ii)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  and  for  the  approval  of  chimney  heights 
under  Section  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  and  section  6  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  1968  are  dealt  with  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  myself.  During 
the  year  no  notices  of  intention  to  install  a  furnace  under  section  3  (iii) 
were  received. 
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(d)National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution 


In  I96I  the  Council  agreed  to  a  request  by  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  to  co-operate  in  a  national 
survey  of  atmospheric  pollution,  and  for  this  purpose  set  up  two 
air  pollution  measurement  stations.  These  were  established  at 
Wyllyotts  Manor  and,  in  collaboration  with  the  Education  Office, 
at  Mouht  Grace  School. 

At  each  of  these  sites  apparatus  is  installed,  to  measure  the 
concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere. 
Readings  are  taken  daily  and  sxe  sent  for  analysis  to  the 
Warren  Springs  Laboratory  at  Stevenage  at  the  end  of  every 
four  or  five-week  period.  Readings  taken  throughout  the 
country  are  subsequently  tabulated  etc,,  and  published  monthly 
by  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  density  of  the  smoke 
concentration  at  the  two  measurement  stations  in  Potters  Bar 
has  been  reduced  by  approximately  75%  since  records  were  started 
eleven  years  ago. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY 

PREMISES  ACT,  1965 

The  main  provisions  of  this  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
August,  1964*  The  purpose  of  the  Act  is  to  safeguard  the  health, 
welfare  and  safety  of  all  persons  employed  in  offices,  shops 
and  warehouses,  railway  premises,  etc.,  thus  extending  to  such 
workers  similar  working  conditions  to  those  afforded  the  industrial 
worker  by  the  Factories  Acts.*.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  in 
1963  the  Minister  has  made  several  Orders  and  Regulations 
prescribing  standards  for  such  matters  as  sanitary  conveniences, 
washing  facilities,  first  aid  facilities,  dangerous  machines, 
and  hoists  and  lifts. 

The  following  information  is  taken  from  the  Annual  Report 
submitted  to  the.  Department  of  Employment  and  Produqtivity  for  the 
period  ended  31st  December,  1972:-  •  -  T  3 


No.  of  registered  premises :- 


Offices .  . . .  ••  126 

Retail  shops  ,.  ..  ..  . .  ..  ,.  . . .  176 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  .♦  ..  ..  ..  . .  . .  6 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public, 

canteens  ,,  ,,  . .  .  . .  . .  • .  . •  32 

Fuel  storage  depots  ••  . .  ..  . .  ..  .. 


Total 


540 
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OOQOOOOOOO 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises 


Glass  of  workplace  Number  of  persons 

employed 


Offices . •  ••  . . •  ••  1642 

Retail  shops  •.  . . . .  . .  915 

Wholesale  deportments,  warehouses  ..  ..  • .  125 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  .  213 

Canteens  . .  ••  . .  24 

Fuel  storage  premises  . .  . .  ••  ..  . .  . . 


TOTAL  2919 


Total  males  ••  ••  . .  ••  ••  . . 1366 

Total  females  .  . . 1553 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 

registered  premises  ..  . .  ••  .  •  . .  ..  .  •  ••  . .  93 

Applications  for  exemptions 

Spo.ce  (Section5(2) )  •  c  ••  ••  ••  ■  •  ••  ••  Nil 

Temperature  (Section  6)  ••  . .  . . . .  Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Section  9)  ••  -,$«r  r  *<•<■,  Nil 

Washing  Facilities  (Section  10)  .  Nil 


Accidents 

Two  minor  accidents  were  notified  under  Section  48  of  the  Act. 

DRAINAGE 


There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  demand  for  the  Council's  service  to 
owners  and  occupiers  of  certain  premises  (mainly  dwelling  houses)  for  the 
clearance  of  obstructed  drainage  systems  under  Section  22  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  I96I. 

One  hundred  and  five  choked  drainage  systems  involving  two  hundred  and 
sixty  two  premises  were  dealt  with  by  the  department,  and  at  one  premises 
the  drainage  system  was  repaired.  Charges  totalling  £278.00  were 
made  in  respect  of  the  clearance  of  private  drainage  systems  other 
than  public  sewers. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT 


With  the  coining  into  operation  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960, 
"noise  or  vibration  which  is  a  nuisance"  can  be  dealt  with  as  a 
statutory  nuisance  for  the  purpose  of  Part  III  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  In  the  case  of  a  nuisance  of  the  kind  produced 
in  the  course  of  a  trade  or  business  it  is  a  defence  for  the 
defendant  to  prove  that  the  best  practicable  means  have  been 
used  for  preventing,  and  for  counteracting  the  effect  of,  the 
noise  or  vibration. 

During  the  year  seven  complaints  of  noise  were  received  and 
twenty  seven  visits  were  made  to  investigate  them.  Although 
several  were  not  confirmed  at  the  time  of  inspection  all  were 
abated  informally. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Caravan  Sites 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 
empowers  a  Local  Authority  to  grant  licences  to  the  tccupiers 
of  caravan  sites,  and  to  control  those  sites  from  the  point 
of  view  of  public  health  and  amenity  by  the  imposition  of 
conditions  attached  to  the  licence. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  four  caravan  sites  in 
the  district  each  of  which  housed  one  caravan. 

Three  of  the  sites  were  licensed  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
fourth  was  still  waiting  for  planning  considerations  to  be 
determined.  Two  of  these  sites  were  vacated  in  1972  and  a 
Demolition  Order  was  mn.de  in  respect  of  a  third. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  there  was  only  one  caravan 
site  occupied. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  the 

shove  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Three  applications  for  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  were  received  during 
the  year,  and  at  each  shop  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  licences  were  issued. 

Street  Trading 

No  formal  applications  for  street  trading  licences  were  received. 
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Deposit  of  Poisonous  Wastes  Act  1972 


The  first  complaint  under  this  new  Act,  which  came  into  operation 
on  the  30th  March,  1972,  was  investigated  during  the  year. 

It  involved  the  deposit  of  8x1  gal.  plastic  drums  containing  residues 
of  the  herbicide  gramonol  on  the" bank -of  .the  Minims  Hall  brook  at 
Warrengate  Fexm.  These  containers  were  abandoned  by  a  farm  employee 
after  weed  spraying  operations  on  the  potato  crop.  Although  there  was  no 
evidence  of  the  chemicals,  in  samples  of  brook  water  subsequently  taken 
it  represented  a  serious  risk  to  the  water  supply  of  the  Lee  Valley 
Water  Company.  '  ' ' 

On  this  occasion  the  farmer  was  given  a'  warning  and  his  attention 
drawn  to  the  possible  serious  consequences  of  such  acts. 


Shops  Act ,  1990 

Inspection  duties  under  the  Shops  Acts  are  usually  combined  with 
those  under  other  headings  carried  out  at  shop  premises,  but  many 
enquiries  are  dealt  with  usually  in  connection  with  hours  of 
closing,  Sunday  Trading,  etc. 

Consumer  Protection  Act.  1961 

This  Act,  which  came  into  oper.ation  on  the  19th  August,  I96I  replaced  the 
Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952.  No  action  was  needed 
during  the  year. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964- 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1965,  provides  for 
the  licensing  of  riding  establishments  by  the  Local  Authority.  In 
1972  no  applications  for  a  licence  were  received. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1964?  provides  for 
the  licensing  of  animal  boarding  establishments  by  local  authorities. 

No  licences  were  issued  in  1972. 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 

The  Council’s  various  functions  under  the  Acts  and  Regulations  dealing 
with  the  storage  and  handling  of  petroleum  spirit,  petroleum  mixtures  and 
other  substances  subject  to  licence  control  are  administered  by  the 
Public  Health  Department, 

At  the  time  of  installation  new  storage  tanks  are  subjected  to  an  air 
pressure  test  and  existing  tanks  are  tested  periodically  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  particular  licence  (usually  by  ullage  or  nitrogen 
pressure  tests).  During  1972  fourteen  tanks  were  tested  prior  to  the 
renewal  of  licences. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  24  licences  were  in  force  and  these  permitted  a 
total  storage  capacity  of  135,820  gallons. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Classification  of  inspections  and  other  visits  made  in  the  year 

Public  Health  Acts  4 . .  . . .  . .  465 

Housing  Acts  ••  44  . .  ••  . .  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  184 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act  •*  •  •  «.  •»  . *  «.  •«  . .  . .  159 

Factories  Act  •  •  *4  ••  . »  »»  4.  **  ••  ••  ••  30 

Clean  Air  Act  »•  . .  . ♦  • 4  «•  *4  ».  ••  ••  .4  102 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations  4 . . . .  64 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  *4  . .  •  •  . .  93 

Shops  Act  ..  • «  ».  . . .  k.  4*  ••  ••  1 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  4*  »•  23 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ..44  . «  44  44  27 

Pet  Animals  Act . ••  ••  ••  2 

Deposit  of  Poisonous  Wastes  Act  44  44  »*  ..  •  •  2 

Riding  Establishments  Act  •  •  .»  .4  4.  44  4.  1 

Hertfordshire  County  Council  Act  -  Employment  Agencies  1 
Infectious  Diseases  .•  ••  44  4*  4#  *4  44  44  44  30 

Pest  Controls 

(a)  Rats  and  mice  ••  . .  . .  . •  . .  . «  ••  IO46 

(b)  Insects  and  birds  . . •  ..  114 

Administrative  visits  .•  . .  , .  .  60 

Miscellaneous  visits  ••  ••  ••  ..  . .  . .  . .  4  0 

No  access  visits  . •  «.  ..  «.  . ,  , .  «.  138 

2582 

Details  of  Formal  and  Informal  Action 

Number  of  premises  etc.,  in  respect  of  which 

informal  notices  were  given  ..  . .  . .  ..  . .  4.  50 

Number  of  premises  etc . ,  where  improvements  were 
effected  following  informal  notices  . . .  43 

Formal  or  Statutory  Notices  served  ••  ..  ••  ..  ..  5 

Legal  proceedings 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 


Appendix 


Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

3 

4 

l 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

84 

14 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  ’  pr emi s  es ) 

3 

12 

Total 

90 

50 

_ 

- 

1 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


t 

Number  of 

defects 

cases  in  which 
were  found 

Number  of 

cases 

in  which 

Particulars 

a) 

Referred 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  clean- 

liness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

— 

mm 

— 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Ineffective  drain- 

age  of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 

fa)  Insufficient 

mm 

mm 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  out-work) 

Total 

1 

1 

- 
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Part  VIII 


Outwork  (Sections  133  &  154) 


Outworkers 


Number  of  outworkers  in  district  according 
to  lists  received  . 


